
 

 

GRIC Protecting Our Communities  

Addressing Domestic Violence,  

Child Violence, and Sexual Violence 

 

October 14 – 18, 2019 

Phoenix, Arizona 
 

 

 

TIPS FOR DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

WITNESS PREPARATION & THE USE 

OF TRIAL EXHIBITS 
 

 

Presented by: 
 

 

Lauren Ramirez 

Assistant Mesa City Prosecutor  

& 

Patti Tracey 

Assistant Mesa City Prosecutor 
 

 

Distributed by: 
 

 

ARIZONA PROSECUTING ATTORNEYS’ ADVISORY COUNCIL 
1951 West Camelback Road, Suite 202 

Phoenix, Arizona 85015 
 

ELIZABETH BURTON ORTIZ 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 



10/10/2019

1

Tips for Domestic Violence 
Witness Preparation & The 

Use of Trial Exhibits 
PATTI TRACEY, CHIEF DEPUTY CITY PROSECUTOR

LAUREN RAMIREZ, ASSISTANT CITY PROSECUTOR

 This presentation may contain materials 
created by others. Such material is used under 
a claim of fair use pursuant to the Fair Use 
Guidelines for the purpose of engaging in face-
to-face instructional education activities. 
Additional use or distribution of this material is 
prohibited.

Best Practices
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When does witness preparation 
begin?

How do we interact with our victims?

How do we interact with our victims?
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Practical Considerations

Victim Credibility 

Protecting Our Victims

7

8

9



10/10/2019

4

Recalcitrant Victims

Child Witnesses

Child Witnesses
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Child Witnesses

Preparing Ourselves
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Use of Trial Exhibits

What Exhibits?

 911 call if any 

 Body worn camera videos

 Jail calls

 FNE exam if indicated (ex. strangulation cases)

 Audio and/or video recording of victim interview

 Audio and/or video recording of defendant 
interview 

 Audio and/or video recording of ALL interviews

 Orders of Protection

 Emails

 Aerial maps

 Forensic Interview 

 Photographs of victim and injuries, the WHOLE 
house, the defendant, the weapon

 Medical records from Victim

 Prior police reports from other police responses

 Prior convictions (misd & felony)

 Voicemails

 Greeting cards

 Social media (Facebook, Snapchat, etc.)

 Text Messages

 What else?????

Admission of Evidence

Is it relevant?
How am I going to 

use it?

Is it admissible?
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Hearsay

Is it Constitutional?

6th Amendment – Confrontation 
Clause

 Crawford v. Washington, 541 U.S. 36, 
124 S.Ct. 1354 (2004). 
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6th Amendment – Confrontation 
Clause

 Davis v. Washington, 547 U.S. 813, 126 
S.Ct. 2266 (2006). 

6th Amendment – Confrontation 
Clause

 Michigan v. Bryant, 562 U.S. 344, 131 
S.Ct. 1143 (2012).

6th Amendment – Confrontation 
Clause

 Ohio v. Clark, 135 S.Ct. 2173 (2015). 

22

23

24



10/10/2019

9

Use of Exhibits in Preparing Witnesses
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